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The  Jordan  Rift  Valley,  stretching  from  the  Red  Sea  to
Lebanon, was ripped open millions of years ago by vast forces
within the earth. This geological object has also been a part of
human history ever since early humans used it as a path in
their journey out of Africa. And for a quarter of a century it
has  been  part  of  the  biography  of  Israeli  writer  Haim
Watzman.

In the autumn of 2004, as his country was riven by a fierce
debate over its borders, Watzman took a two-week journey up
the  valley.  Along  the  way  he  met  scientists  who  try  to
understand  the  rift  through  the  evidence  lying  on  its
surface—an archaeologist who reconstructs the fallen altars
of a long-forgotten people, a zoologist whose study of bird
societies has produced a theory of why organisms cooperate,
and a geologist who thinks that the valley will some day be an
ocean. He encountered people whose life and work on the
shores of the Dead Sea and Jordan River have led them to
dream of paradise and to seem to build Gardens of Eden on

earth—a booster for a chemical factory, the director of a tourist site, and an aging socialist farmer
who curates a museum of idols. And he discovered that the geography’s instability is mirrored in the
volatility of the tales that people tell about the Sea of Galilee.

As an observant Jew who has written extensively about science and scholarship, Watzman tries to
understand the valley in all its complexity—its physical facts, its role in human history and his own
life, and the myths it has engendered. He realizes that human beings can never see the rift in
isolation. “It is the stories that men and women have told to explain what they see and what they do
as a result that create the rift as we see it,” he writes. “As hard as we try to comprehend the
landscape itself, it is humanity that we find.

Watzman’s poetic evocation of the scientific and the human is a unique chronicle of a quest for
knowledge.

Finalist, Sami Rohr Prize for Jewish Literature, 2008.
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[PDF] The Testaments
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1444624839/the-testaments.html
SHORTLISTED  FOR  THE  BOOKER  PRIZE  Margaret  Atwood's  dystopian
masterpiece,&#xa0; The Handmaid's Tale, has become a modern classic—and now she
brings the iconic story to a dramatic conclusion in this riveting sequel. More than fifteen
years after the events of The Handmaid's Tale, the...

[PDF] The Institute
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1451202881/the-institute.html
From #1  New York  Times  bestselling  author  Stephen  King,  the  most  riveting  and
unforgettable story of kids confronting evil since It— publishing just as the second part of
It , the movie, lands in theaters. In the middle of the night, in a house on a quiet street in
suburban Minneapolis,...

[PDF] Talking to Strangers
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1451637006/talking-to-strangers.html
M alcolm Gladwell, host of the podcast Revisionist History and author of the #1 New
York Times bestseller Outliers , offers a powerful examination of our interactions with
strangers--and why they often go wrong .  How did Fidel  Castro fool  the CIA for  a
generation? Why did Neville Chamberlain think...

[PDF] Three Wishes
http://media.woobooks.info/us-360633839/three-wishes.html
A New York Times bestseller, Three Wishes is the funny, heartwarming and completely
charming  first  novel  from Liane  Moriarty,  also  the  author  of  #1  New York  Times
bestsellers The Husband’s Secret, Big Little Lies, and Truly Madly Guilty. Lyn, Cat, and
Gemma Kettle, beautiful...

[PDF] Where the Crawdads Sing
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1326615497/where-the-crawdads-sing.html
#1 New York Times Bestseller A Reese Witherspoon x Hello Sunshine Book Club Pick "I
can't even express how much I love this book! I didn't want this story to end!"--Reese
Witherspoon "Painfully beautiful."-- The New York Times Book Review "Perfect for fans of
Barbara...
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[PDF] The Night Olivia Fell
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1417627297/the-night-olivia-fell.html
In the vein of Big Little Lies and Reconstructing Amelia comes an emotionally charged
domestic suspense novel about a mother unraveling the truth behind how her daughter
became brain dead. And pregnant. A search for the truth. A lifetime of lies. In the small
hours of the morning, Abi Knight is...

[PDF] The Goldfinch
http://media.woobooks.info/us-599669207/the-goldfinch.html
A young New Yorker grieving his mother's death is pulled into a gritty underworld of art
and wealth in this "extraordinary" and beloved Pulitzer Prize winner that "connects with
the heart as well as the mind" (Stephen King, New York Times Book Review ). Theo
Decker, a...
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