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NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER. The unbelievable true
story of the man who built a billion-dollar online drug
empire from his bedroom—and almost got away with it
In 2011, a twenty-six-year-old libertarian programmer named
Ross Ulbricht launched the ultimate free market: the Silk
Road, a clandestine Web site hosted on the Dark Web where
anyone could trade anything—drugs, hacking software, forged
passports, counterfeit cash, poisons—free of the government’s
watchful eye.
It wasn’t long before the media got wind of the new Web site
where anyone—not just teenagers and weed dealers but
terrorists and black hat hackers—could buy and sell
contraband detection-free. Spurred by a public outcry, the
federal government launched an epic two-year manhunt for
the site’s elusive proprietor, with no leads, no witnesses, and
no clear jurisdiction. All the investigators knew was that
whoever was running the site called himself the Dread Pirate
Roberts.
The Silk Road quickly ballooned into $1.2 billion enterprise, and Ross embraced his new role as
kingpin. He enlisted a loyal crew of allies in high and low places, all as addicted to the danger and
thrill of running an illegal marketplace as their customers were to the heroin they sold. Through his
network he got wind of the target on his back and took drastic steps to protect himself—including
ordering a hit on a former employee. As Ross made plans to disappear forever, the Feds raced
against the clock to catch a man they weren’t sure even existed, searching for a needle in the
haystack of the global Internet.
Drawing on exclusive access to key players and two billion digital words and images Ross left
behind, Vanity Fair correspondent and New York Times bestselling author Nick Bilton offers a tale
filled with twists and turns, lucky breaks and unbelievable close calls. It’s a story of the boy next
door’s ambition gone criminal, spurred on by the clash between the new world of libertarian-leaning,
anonymous, decentralized Web advocates and the old world of government control, order, and the
rule of law. Filled with unforgettable characters and capped by an astonishing climax, American
Kingpin might be dismissed as too outrageous for fiction. But it’s all too real.
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7 Books Which Our Visitor Love Too:
[PDF]

Run Away
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1406238792/run-away.html

A perfect family is shattered in RUN AWAY , the new thriller from the master of domestic
suspense, Harlan Coben. You've lost your daughter. She's addicted to drugs and to an
abusive boyfriend. And she's made it clear that she doesn't want to be found. Then, by
chance, you see her playing guitar in...

[PDF]

Where the Crawdads Sing
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1326615497/where-the-crawdads-sing.html

#1 New York Times Bestseller A Reese Witherspoon x Hello Sunshine Book Club Pick "I
can't even express how much I love this book! I didn't want this story to end!"--Reese
Witherspoon "Painfully beautiful."-- The New York Times Book Review "Perfect for fans of
Barbara...

[PDF]

The First Lady
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1422601830/the-first-lady.html

In James Patterson's new stand-alone thriller, one secret can bring down a government
when the President's affair to remember becomes a nightmare he wishes he could forget.
Sally Grissom is a top secret service agent in charge of the Presidential Protection team.
She knows that something is amiss...

[PDF]

Celtic Empire
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1347595433/celtic-empire.html

Clive Cussler, "The Grand Master of Adventure," sends his intrepid heroes Dirk Pitt and
Al Giordino on their wildest, boldest mission into the ancient world, unlocking
extraordinary secrets and solving hideous crimes. Another fabulous read from the most
beloved series from the #1 New York...
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Educated
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1234069825/educated.html

#1&#xa0; NEW YORK TIMES, WALL STREET JOURNAL,&#xa0; AND &#xa0;BOSTON
GLOBE&#xa0; BESTSELLER&#xa0;•&#xa0;NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS
OF THE YEAR BY&#xa0; THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW &#xa0;•&#xa0;ONE
OF PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA’S FAVORITE BOOKS...
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The Hypnotist's Love Story
http://media.woobooks.info/us-499942700/the-hypnotist-s-love-story.html

A&#xa0;“sharp and funny romantic tale” ( O, the Oprah Magazine )&#xa0;from the #1
New York Times bestselling author of&#xa0; Big Little Lies &#xa0;and Nine Perfect
Strangers . Ellen O’Farrell is a professional hypnotherapist who works out of the
eccentric...
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Bad Blood
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1332351059/bad-blood.html

NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER •&#xa0; NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE
YEAR BY: NPR, &#xa0;The New York Times Book Review , Time , Wall Street Journal,
Washington Post • The McKinsey Business Book of the Year &#xa0; The full inside story
of the breathtaking rise and shocking...
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