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A deeply rendered self-portrait of a lifelong surfer by
the acclaimed New Yorker writer
Barbarian Days is William Finnegan’s memoir of an obsession,
a complex enchantment. Surfing only looks like a sport. To
initiates, it is something else entirely: a beautiful addiction, a
demanding course of study, a morally dangerous pastime, a
way of life. Raised in California and Hawaii, Finnegan started
surfing as a child. He has chased waves all over the world,
wandering for years through the South Pacific, Australia,
Asia, Africa. A bookish boy, and then an excessively
adventurous young man, he went on to become a
distinguished writer and war reporter. Barbarian Days takes
us deep into unfamiliar worlds, some of them right under our
noses—off the coasts of New York and San Francisco. It
immerses the reader in the edgy camaraderie of close male
friendships annealed in challenging waves.
Finnegan shares stories of life in a whitesonly gang in a tough school in Honolulu even while his
closest friend was a Hawaiian surfer. He shows us a world turned upside down for kids and adults
alike by the social upheavals of the 1960s. He details the intricacies of famous waves and his own
apprenticeships to them. Youthful folly—he drops LSD while riding huge Honolua Bay, on Maui—is
served up with rueful humor. He and a buddy, their knapsacks crammed with reef charts,
bushwhack through Polynesia. They discover, while camping on an uninhabited island in Fiji, one of
the world’s greatest waves. As Finnegan’s travels take him ever farther afield, he becomes an
improbable anthropologist: unpicking the picturesque simplicity of a Samoan fishing village,
dissecting the sexual politics of Tongan interactions with Americans and Japanese, navigating the
Indonesian black market while nearly succumbing to malaria. Throughout, he surfs, carrying readers
with him on rides of harrowing, unprecedented lucidity.
Barbarian Days is an old-school adventure story, an intellectual autobiography, a social history, a
literary road movie, and an extraordinary exploration of the gradual mastering of an exacting, little
understood art. Today, Finnegan’s surfing life is undiminished. Frantically juggling work and family,
he chases his enchantment through Long Island ice storms and obscure corners of Madagascar.
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Run Away
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1406238792/run-away.html

A perfect family is shattered in RUN AWAY , the new thriller from the master of domestic
suspense, Harlan Coben. You've lost your daughter. She's addicted to drugs and to an
abusive boyfriend. And she's made it clear that she doesn't want to be found. Then, by
chance, you see her playing guitar in...
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Where the Crawdads Sing
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1326615497/where-the-crawdads-sing.html

#1 New York Times Bestseller A Reese Witherspoon x Hello Sunshine Book Club Pick "I
can't even express how much I love this book! I didn't want this story to end!"--Reese
Witherspoon "Painfully beautiful."-- The New York Times Book Review "Perfect for fans of
Barbara...
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The First Lady
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1422601830/the-first-lady.html

In James Patterson's new stand-alone thriller, one secret can bring down a government
when the President's affair to remember becomes a nightmare he wishes he could forget.
Sally Grissom is a top secret service agent in charge of the Presidential Protection team.
She knows that something is amiss...
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Celtic Empire
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1347595433/celtic-empire.html

Clive Cussler, "The Grand Master of Adventure," sends his intrepid heroes Dirk Pitt and
Al Giordino on their wildest, boldest mission into the ancient world, unlocking
extraordinary secrets and solving hideous crimes. Another fabulous read from the most
beloved series from the #1 New York...
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Educated
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1234069825/educated.html

#1&#xa0; NEW YORK TIMES, WALL STREET JOURNAL,&#xa0; AND &#xa0;BOSTON
GLOBE&#xa0; BESTSELLER&#xa0;•&#xa0;NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS
OF THE YEAR BY&#xa0; THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW &#xa0;•&#xa0;ONE
OF PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA’S FAVORITE BOOKS...
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The Hypnotist's Love Story
http://media.woobooks.info/us-499942700/the-hypnotist-s-love-story.html

A&#xa0;“sharp and funny romantic tale” ( O, the Oprah Magazine )&#xa0;from the #1
New York Times bestselling author of&#xa0; Big Little Lies &#xa0;and Nine Perfect
Strangers . Ellen O’Farrell is a professional hypnotherapist who works out of the
eccentric...
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Bad Blood
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1332351059/bad-blood.html

NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER •&#xa0; NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE
YEAR BY: NPR, &#xa0;The New York Times Book Review , Time , Wall Street Journal,
Washington Post • The McKinsey Business Book of the Year &#xa0; The full inside story
of the breathtaking rise and shocking...
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