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“Surprising. Impressive. Cannibalism restores my faith
in humanity.” —Sy Montgomery, The New York Times
Book Review
For centuries scientists have written off cannibalism as a
bizarre phenomenon with little biological significance. Its
presence in nature was dismissed as a desperate response to
starvation or other life-threatening circumstances, and few
spent time studying it. A taboo subject in our culture, the
behavior was portrayed mostly through horror movies or
tabloids sensationalizing the crimes of real-life flesh-eaters.
But the true nature of cannibalism--the role it plays in
evolution as well as human history--is even more intriguing
(and more normal) than the misconceptions we’ve come to
accept as fact.
In Cannibalism: A Perfectly Natural History,zoologist Bill
Schutt sets the record straight, debunking common myths and
investigating our new understanding of cannibalism’s role in
biology, anthropology, and history in the most fascinating
account yet written on this complex topic. Schutt takes readers from Arizona’s Chiricahua
Mountains, where he wades through ponds full of tadpoles devouring their siblings, to the Sierra
Nevadas, where he joins researchers who are shedding new light on what happened to the Donner
Party--the most infamous episode of cannibalism in American history. He even meets with an expert
on the preparation and consumption of human placenta (and, yes, it goes well with Chianti).
Bringing together the latest cutting-edge science, Schutt answers questions such as why some
amphibians consume their mother’s skin; why certain insects bite the heads off their partners after
sex; why, up until the end of the twentieth century, Europeans regularly ate human body parts as
medical curatives; and how cannibalism might be linked to the extinction of the Neanderthals. He
takes us into the future as well, investigating whether, as climate change causes famine, disease,
and overcrowding, we may see more outbreaks of cannibalism in many more species--including our
own.
Cannibalism places a perfectly natural occurrence into a vital new context and invites us to explore
why it both enthralls and repels us.
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7 Books Which Our Visitor Love Too:
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The Testaments
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1444624839/the-testaments.html

SHORTLISTED FOR THE BOOKER PRIZE Margaret Atwood's dystopian
masterpiece,&#xa0; The Handmaid's Tale, has become a modern classic—and now she
brings the iconic story to a dramatic conclusion in this riveting sequel. More than fifteen
years after the events of The Handmaid's Tale, the...
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The Institute
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1451202881/the-institute.html

From #1 New York Times bestselling author Stephen King, the most riveting and
unforgettable story of kids confronting evil since It— publishing just as the second part of
It , the movie, lands in theaters. In the middle of the night, in a house on a quiet street in
suburban Minneapolis,...
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Talking to Strangers
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1451637006/talking-to-strangers.html

M alcolm Gladwell, host of the podcast Revisionist History and author of the #1 New
York Times bestseller Outliers , offers a powerful examination of our interactions with
strangers--and why they often go wrong . How did Fidel Castro fool the CIA for a
generation? Why did Neville Chamberlain think...
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Where the Crawdads Sing
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1326615497/where-the-crawdads-sing.html

#1 New York Times Bestseller A Reese Witherspoon x Hello Sunshine Book Club Pick "I
can't even express how much I love this book! I didn't want this story to end!"--Reese
Witherspoon "Painfully beautiful."-- The New York Times Book Review "Perfect for fans of
Barbara...

[PDF]

Beard with Me
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1441647245/beard-with-me.html

Beard With Me’ is the origin story of Billy Winston and Scarlet St. Claire (aka Claire
McClure) and is just the beginning of their epic love story.&#xa0; No one is better at
surviving than Scarlet St. Claire and making the best out of circumstances beyond her
control is Scarlet’s...
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The Punishment She Deserves
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1257533261/the-punishment-she-deserves.html

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Detective Sergeant Barbara Havers and Detective
Inspector Thomas Lynley are forced to confront the past as they try to solve a crime that
threatens to tear apart the very fabric of a quiet, historic medieval town in England The
cozy, bucolic town of Ludlow is stunned when...
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Washington
http://media.woobooks.info/us-386082829/washington.html

A gripping portrait of the first president of the United States from the author of&#xa0;
Alexander Hamilton , the New York Times bestselling biography that inspired the
musical. Celebrated biographer Ron Chernow provides a richly nuanced portrait of the
father of our nation and the first...
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