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The critically acclaimed author of Serving Victoria brilliantly
illuminates the life of the little-known Bess of Hardwick—next
to Queen Elizabeth I, the richest and most powerful woman in
sixteenth-century England.
Aided by a quartet of judicious marriages and a shrewd head
for business, Bess of Hardwick rose from humble beginnings
to become one of the most respected and feared Countesses
in Elizabethan England—an entrepreneur who built a family
fortune, created glorious houses—the last and greatest built
as a widow in her 70s—and was deeply involved in matters of
the court, including the custody of Mary Queen of Scots.
While Bess cultivated many influential courtiers, she also
collected numerous enemies. Her embittered fourth husband
once called her a woman of “devices and desires,” while
nineteenth-century male historians portrayed her as a
monster—”a woman of masculine understanding and conduct,
proud, furious, selfish and unfeeling.” In the twenty-first
century she has been neutered by female historians who
recast her as a soft-hearted sort, much maligned, and misunderstood. As Kate Hubbard reveals, the
truth of this highly accomplished woman lies somewhere in between: ruthless and scheming, Bess
was sentimental and affectionate as well.
Hubbard draws on more than 230 of Bess’s letters, including correspondence with the Queen and
her councilors, fond (and furious) missives between her husbands and children, and notes sharing
titillating court gossip. The result is a rich, compelling portrait of a true feminist icon centuries
ahead of her time—a complex, formidable, and decidedly modern woman captured in full as never
before.
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7 Books Which Our Visitor Love Too:
[PDF]

Neon Prey
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1419092152/neon-prey.html

Lucas Davenport tracks a prolific serial killer in the newest nail-biter by #1 New York
Times -bestselling author John Sandford. Clayton Deese looks like a small-time criminal,
muscle for hire when his loan shark boss needs to teach someone a lesson. Now, seven
months after a job that went south...
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Redemption
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1422601796/redemption.html

Detective Amos Decker discovers that a mistake he made as a rookie detective may have
led to deadly consequences in the latest Memory Man thriller in David Baldacci's #1 New
York Times bestselling series. Decker is visiting his hometown of Burlington, Ohio, when
he's approached by a man named Meryl...
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The Mister
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1450507470/the-mister.html

The passionate new romance from E L James, author of the phenomenal #1 bestselling
Fifty Shades Trilogy London, 2019. Life has been easy for Maxim Trevelyan. With his
good looks, aristocratic connections, and money, he’s never had to work and he’s rarely
slept alone. But all that...
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Junk Mail
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1435351607/junk-mail.html

It all started with a sexy selfie. Texted to the wrong number. Oops. Not my finest
moment—but I have nothing to be ashamed of. She thought I was no better, and I quote,
than the knuckle-dragging douche-bags she was never dating again. It was a stupid dare
from a girl I’d met online, but...
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Where the Crawdads Sing
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1326615497/where-the-crawdads-sing.html

#1 New York Times Bestseller A Reese Witherspoon x Hello Sunshine Book Club Pick "I
can't even express how much I love this book! I didn't want this story to end!"--Reese
Witherspoon "Painfully beautiful."-- The New York Times Book Review "Perfect for fans of
Barbara...
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The Mueller Report
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1454697755/the-mueller-report.html

The only book with exclusive analysis by the Pulitzer Prize–winning staff of The
Washington Post , and the most complete and authoritative available. Read the findings
of the Special Counsel’s investigation into Russian interference in the 2016 election,
complete with accompanying...
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No Safe Secret
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1359490660/no-safe-secret.html

#1 New York Times bestselling author Fern Michaels weaves a powerful story of
betrayal, courage, and starting over . . . &#xa0; From her silver Mercedes to her
designer kitchen, Molly’s life is gleaming and beautiful—at least on the surface. But no
one in her exclusive neighborhood...
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