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From the renowned and best-selling author of A History of
God, a sweeping exploration of religion and the history of
human violence.
For the first time, religious self-identification is on the decline
in American. Some analysts have cited as cause a
post-9/11perception: that faith in general is a source of
aggression, intolerance, and divisiveness—something bad for
society. But how accurate is that view? With deep learning
and sympathetic understanding, Karen Armstrong sets out to
discover the truth about religion and violence in each of the
world’s great traditions, taking us on an astonishing journey
from prehistoric times to the present.
While many historians have looked at violence in connection
with particular religious manifestations (jihad in Islam or
Christianity’s Crusades), Armstrong looks at each faith—not
only Christianity and Islam, but also Buddhism, Hinduism,
Confucianism, Daoism, and Judaism—in its totality over time.
As she describes, each arose in an agrarian society with plenty powerful landowners brutalizing
peasants while also warring among themselves over land, then the only real source of wealth. In this
world, religion was not the discrete and personal matter it would become for us but rather
something that permeated all aspects of society. And so it was that agrarian aggression, and the
warrior ethos it begot, became bound up with observances of the sacred.
In each tradition, however, a counterbalance to the warrior code also developed. Around sages,
prophets, and mystics there grew up communities protesting the injustice and bloodshed endemic to
agrarian society, the violence to which religion had become heir. And so by the time the great
confessional faiths came of age, all understood themselves as ultimately devoted to peace, equality,
and reconciliation, whatever the acts of violence perpetrated in their name.
Industrialization and modernity have ushered in an epoch of spectacular and unexampled violence,
although, as Armstrong explains, relatively little of it can be ascribed directly to religion.
Nevertheless, she shows us how and in what measure religions, in their relative maturity, came to
absorb modern belligerence—and what hope there might be for peace among believers of different
creeds in our time.
At a moment of rising geopolitical chaos, the imperative of mutual understanding between nations
and faith communities has never been more urgent, the dangers of action based on
misunderstanding never greater. Informed by Armstrong’s sweeping erudition and personal
commitment to the promotion of compassion, Fields of Blood makes vividly clear that religion is not
the problem.
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7 Books Which Our Visitor Love Too:
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The Institute
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1451202881/the-institute.html

From #1 New York Times bestselling author Stephen King, the most riveting and
unforgettable story of kids confronting evil since It— publishing just as the second part of
It , the movie, lands in theaters. In the middle of the night, in a house on a quiet street in
suburban Minneapolis,...
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Talking to Strangers
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1451637006/talking-to-strangers.html

M alcolm Gladwell, host of the podcast Revisionist History and author of the #1 New
York Times bestseller Outliers , offers a powerful examination of our interactions with
strangers--and why they often go wrong . How did Fidel Castro fool the CIA for a
generation? Why did Neville Chamberlain think...
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After the Funeral
http://media.woobooks.info/us-363698690/after-the-funeral.html

Hercule Poirot is called on to investigate the murder of a brother and sister, in this
classic Agatha Christie mystery now available in an updated edition with a foreword
Sophie Hannah. &#xa0;“He was murdered, wasn’t he?” When Cora Lansquenet is
savagely murdered, the...
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Ghosted
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1296613574/ghosted.html

Instant New York Times bestseller! "I absolutely loved this book and didn't want it to
end." --Liane Moriarty, #1 New York Times bestselling author of Big Little Lies “This is
an ‘accidentally stayed up until 4 a.m. because it's impossible to put down’ kind of...
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The Testaments
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1444624839/the-testaments.html

SHORTLISTED FOR THE BOOKER PRIZE Margaret Atwood's dystopian
masterpiece,&#xa0; The Handmaid's Tale, has become a modern classic—and now she
brings the iconic story to a dramatic conclusion in this riveting sequel. More than fifteen
years after the events of The Handmaid's Tale, the...
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Where the Crawdads Sing
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1326615497/where-the-crawdads-sing.html

#1 New York Times Bestseller A Reese Witherspoon x Hello Sunshine Book Club Pick "I
can't even express how much I love this book! I didn't want this story to end!"--Reese
Witherspoon "Painfully beautiful."-- The New York Times Book Review "Perfect for fans of
Barbara...
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The Last Letter from Juliet
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1453274421/the-last-letter-from-juliet.html

For fans of Soraya M. Lane, Heather Morris, Lorna Cook and Pam Jenoff. Me Before You
meets The English Patient in this stunning romantic historical novel from award-winning
author Melanie Hudson. A daring WWII pilot who grew up among the clouds, Juliet
Caron’s life was one of courage,...
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