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What if history had a sound track? What would it tell us about
ourselves?  Based  on  a  thirty-part  BBC  Radio  series  and
podcast, Noise explores the human dramas that have revolved
around sound at  various points  in  the last  100,000 years,
allowing us to think in fresh ways about the meaning of our
collective past.

Though we might see ourselves inhabiting a visual world, our
lives have always been hugely influenced by our need to hear
and be heard. To tell the story of sound—music and speech,
but also echoes, chanting, drumbeats, bells, thunder, gunfire,
the noise of crowds, the rumbles of the human body, laughter,
silence, conversations, mechanical sounds, noisy neighbors,
musical recordings, and radio—is to explain how we learned
to overcome our fears about the natural world, perhaps even
to  control  it;  how  we  learned  to  communicate  with,
understand, and live alongside our fellow beings; how we've
fought with one another for dominance; how we've sought to
find privacy in an increasingly noisy world; and how we've
struggled with our emotions and our sanity.

Oratory in ancient Rome was important not just for the words spoken but for the sounds made—the
tone, the cadence, the pitch of the voice—how that voice might have been transformed by the
environment in which it was heard and how the audience might have responded to it. For the Native
American tribes first encountering the European colonists, to lose one's voice was to lose oneself. In
order to dominate the Native Americans, European colonists went to great effort to silence them, to
replace their "demonic" "roars" with the more familiar "bugles, speaking trumpets, and gongs."

Breaking up the history of sound into prehistoric noise, the age of oratory, the sounds of religion, the
sounds of power and revolt, the rise of machines, and what he calls our "amplified age," Hendy
teases out continuities and breaches in our long relationship with sound in order to bring new
meaning to the human story.
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[PDF] The Testaments
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1444624839/the-testaments.html
SHORTLISTED  FOR  THE  BOOKER  PRIZE  Margaret  Atwood's  dystopian
masterpiece,&#xa0; The Handmaid's Tale, has become a modern classic—and now she
brings the iconic story to a dramatic conclusion in this riveting sequel. More than fifteen
years after the events of The Handmaid's Tale, the...

[PDF] The Institute
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1451202881/the-institute.html
From #1  New York  Times  bestselling  author  Stephen  King,  the  most  riveting  and
unforgettable story of kids confronting evil since It— publishing just as the second part of
It , the movie, lands in theaters. In the middle of the night, in a house on a quiet street in
suburban Minneapolis,...

[PDF] Washington
http://media.woobooks.info/us-386082829/washington.html
A gripping portrait of the first president of the United States from the author of&#xa0;
Alexander  Hamilton  ,  the  New  York  Times  bestselling  biography  that  inspired  the
musical. Celebrated biographer Ron Chernow provides a richly nuanced portrait of the
father of our nation and the first...

[PDF] Where the Crawdads Sing
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1326615497/where-the-crawdads-sing.html
#1 New York Times Bestseller A Reese Witherspoon x Hello Sunshine Book Club Pick "I
can't even express how much I love this book! I didn't want this story to end!"--Reese
Witherspoon "Painfully beautiful."-- The New York Times Book Review "Perfect for fans of
Barbara...

[PDF] Talking to Strangers
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1451637006/talking-to-strangers.html
M alcolm Gladwell, host of the podcast Revisionist History and author of the #1 New
York Times bestseller Outliers , offers a powerful examination of our interactions with
strangers--and why they often go wrong .  How did Fidel  Castro fool  the CIA for  a
generation? Why did Neville Chamberlain think...
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[PDF] A SEAL's Desire
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1463244529/a-seal-s-desire.html
Ten years ago, in the middle of a natural disaster, Navy SEAL Greg Devon lost his heart
to a young documentary film director, and when he found out she’d been put in charge of
Base Camp , a reality television show, he jumped at the chance to participate. Now he’s
in big trouble. If he...

[PDF] Beard with Me
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1441647245/beard-with-me.html
Beard With Me’ is the origin story of Billy Winston and Scarlet St. Claire (aka Claire
McClure) and is just the beginning of their epic love story.&#xa0; No one is better at
surviving than Scarlet St. Claire and making the best out of circumstances beyond her
control is Scarlet’s...
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