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Although mammals and birds are widely regarded as the
smartest creatures on earth, it has lately become clear that a
very distant branch of the tree of life has also sprouted higher
intelligence: the cephalopods, consisting of the squid, the
cuttlefish, and above all the octopus. In captivity, octopuses
have been known to identify individual human keepers, raid
neighboring tanks for food, turn off lightbulbs by spouting jets
of water, plug drains, and make daring escapes. How is it that
a creature with such gifts evolved through an evolutionary
lineage so radically distant from our own? What does it mean
that evolution built minds not once but at least twice? The
octopus is the closest we will come to meeting an intelligent
alien. What can we learn from the encounter?
In Other Minds, Peter Godfrey-Smith, a distinguished
philosopher of science and a skilled scuba diver, tells a bold
new story of how subjective experience crept into being—how
nature became aware of itself. As Godfrey-Smith stresses, it is
a story that largely occurs in the ocean, where animals first
appeared. Tracking the mind’s fitful development, GodfreySmith shows how unruly clumps of seaborne cells began living together and became capable of
sensing, acting, and signaling. As these primitive organisms became more entangled with others,
they grew more complicated. The first nervous systems evolved, probably in ancient relatives of
jellyfish; later on, the cephalopods, which began as inconspicuous mollusks, abandoned their shells
and rose above the ocean floor, searching for prey and acquiring the greater intelligence needed to
do so. Taking an independent route, mammals and birds later began their own evolutionary
journeys.
But what kind of intelligence do cephalopods possess? Drawing on the latest scientific research and
his own scuba-diving adventures, Godfrey-Smith probes the many mysteries that surround the
lineage. How did the octopus, a solitary creature with little social life, become so smart? What is it
like to have eight tentacles that are so packed with neurons that they virtually “think for
themselves”? What happens when some octopuses abandon their hermit-like ways and congregate,
as they do in a unique location off the coast of Australia?
By tracing the question of inner life back to its roots and comparing human beings with our most
remarkable animal relatives, Godfrey-Smith casts crucial new light on the octopus mind—and on our
own.
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Where the Crawdads Sing
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1326615497/where-the-crawdads-sing.html

#1 New York Times Bestseller A Reese Witherspoon x Hello Sunshine Book Club Pick "I
can't even express how much I love this book! I didn't want this story to end!"--Reese
Witherspoon "Painfully beautiful."-- The New York Times Book Review "Perfect for fans of
Barbara...
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The Hypnotist's Love Story
http://media.woobooks.info/us-499942700/the-hypnotist-s-love-story.html

A&#xa0;“sharp and funny romantic tale” ( O, the Oprah Magazine )&#xa0;from the #1
New York Times bestselling author of&#xa0; Big Little Lies &#xa0;and Nine Perfect
Strangers . Ellen O’Farrell is a professional hypnotherapist who works out of the
eccentric...
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Run Away
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1406238792/run-away.html

A perfect family is shattered in RUN AWAY , the new thriller from the master of domestic
suspense, Harlan Coben. You've lost your daughter. She's addicted to drugs and to an
abusive boyfriend. And she's made it clear that she doesn't want to be found. Then, by
chance, you see her playing guitar in...
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The First Lady
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1422601830/the-first-lady.html

In James Patterson's new stand-alone thriller, one secret can bring down a government
when the President's affair to remember becomes a nightmare he wishes he could forget.
Sally Grissom is a top secret service agent in charge of the Presidential Protection team.
She knows that something is amiss...
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Educated
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1234069825/educated.html

#1&#xa0; NEW YORK TIMES, WALL STREET JOURNAL,&#xa0; AND &#xa0;BOSTON
GLOBE&#xa0; BESTSELLER&#xa0;•&#xa0;NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS
OF THE YEAR BY&#xa0; THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW &#xa0;•&#xa0;ONE
OF PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA’S FAVORITE BOOKS...
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Celtic Empire
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1347595433/celtic-empire.html

Clive Cussler, "The Grand Master of Adventure," sends his intrepid heroes Dirk Pitt and
Al Giordino on their wildest, boldest mission into the ancient world, unlocking
extraordinary secrets and solving hideous crimes. Another fabulous read from the most
beloved series from the #1 New York...
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Bad Blood
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1332351059/bad-blood.html

NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER •&#xa0; NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE
YEAR BY: NPR, &#xa0;The New York Times Book Review , Time , Wall Street Journal,
Washington Post • The McKinsey Business Book of the Year &#xa0; The full inside story
of the breathtaking rise and shocking...
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