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profoundly important” (Ron Chernow) saga of America’s
wartime chief executives
BILL GATES’S SUMMER READING LIST
Ten years in the research and writing, Presidents of War is a
fresh, magisterial, intimate look at a procession of American
leaders as they took the nation into conflict and mobilized
their country for victory. It brings us into the room as they
make the most difficult decisions that face any President, at
times sending hundreds of thousands of American men and
women to their deaths.
From James Madison and the War of 1812 to recent times, we
see them struggling with Congress, the courts, the press,
their own advisors and antiwar protesters; seeking comfort
from their spouses, families and friends; and dropping to their
knees in prayer. We come to understand how these Presidents
were able to withstand the pressures of war—both physically and emotionally—or were broken by
them.
Beschloss’s interviews with surviving participants in the drama and his findings in original letters,
diaries, once-classified national security documents, and other sources help him to tell this story in a
way it has not been told before. Presidents of War combines the sense of being there with the
overarching context of two centuries of American history. This important book shows how far we
have traveled from the time of our Founders, who tried to constrain presidential power, to our
modern day, when a single leader has the potential to launch nuclear weapons that can destroy
much of the human race.
Praise for Presidents of War
"A marvelous narrative. . . . As Beschloss explains, the greatest wartime presidents successfully
leaven military action with moral concerns. . . . Beschloss’s writing is clean and concise, and he
admirably draws upon new documents. Some of the more titillating tidbits in the book are in the
footnotes. . . . There are fascinating nuggets on virtually every page of Presidents of War. It is a
superb and important book, superbly rendered.”—Jay Winik, The New York Times Book Review
"Sparkle and bite. . . . Valuable and engrossing study of how our chief executives have discharged
the most significant of all their duties. . . . Excellent. . . . A fluent narrative that covers two centuries
of national conflict.” —Richard Snow, The Wall Street Journal
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7 Books Which Our Visitor Love Too:
[PDF]

The Testaments
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1444624839/the-testaments.html

SHORTLISTED FOR THE BOOKER PRIZE Margaret Atwood's dystopian
masterpiece,&#xa0; The Handmaid's Tale, has become a modern classic—and now she
brings the iconic story to a dramatic conclusion in this riveting sequel. More than fifteen
years after the events of The Handmaid's Tale, the...

[PDF]

The Institute
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1451202881/the-institute.html

From #1 New York Times bestselling author Stephen King, the most riveting and
unforgettable story of kids confronting evil since It— publishing just as the second part of
It , the movie, lands in theaters. In the middle of the night, in a house on a quiet street in
suburban Minneapolis,...

[PDF]

Land of Wolves
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1450754270/land-of-wolves.html

The new novel in Craig Johnson's beloved New York Times bestselling Longmire series.
Attempting to recover from his harrowing experiences in Mexico, in Land of Wolves
Wyoming Sheriff Walt Longmire is neck deep in the investigation of what could or could
not be the suicidal hanging of a shepherd....
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Where the Crawdads Sing
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1326615497/where-the-crawdads-sing.html

#1 New York Times Bestseller A Reese Witherspoon x Hello Sunshine Book Club Pick "I
can't even express how much I love this book! I didn't want this story to end!"--Reese
Witherspoon "Painfully beautiful."-- The New York Times Book Review "Perfect for fans of
Barbara...

[PDF]

Talking to Strangers
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1451637006/talking-to-strangers.html

M alcolm Gladwell, host of the podcast Revisionist History and author of the #1 New
York Times bestseller Outliers , offers a powerful examination of our interactions with
strangers--and why they often go wrong . How did Fidel Castro fool the CIA for a
generation? Why did Neville Chamberlain think...
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Permanent Record
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1475055562/permanent-record.html

Edward Snowden, the man who risked everything to expose the US government’s system
of mass surveillance, reveals for the first time the story of his life, including how he
helped to build that system and what motivated him to try to bring it down. In 2013,
twenty-nine-year-old Edward Snowden...
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Before Girl
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1439335730/before-girl.html

She'll juggle your balls. For Stella Allesandro, chaos is good. She's a rising star at a
leading sports publicity firm. She's known throughout the industry as the jock
whisperer—the one who can tame the baddest of the bad boys in professional sports
without losing her signature...
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