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“The Back Channel shows how diplomacy works, why it
matters, and why its recent demise is so
tragic.”—Walter Isaacson, author of Leonardo da Vinci
Over the course of more than three decades as an American
diplomat, William J. Burns played a central role in the most
consequential diplomatic episodes of his time—from the
bloodless end of the Cold War to the collapse of post–Cold
War relations with Putin’s Russia, from post–9/11 tumult in
the Middle East to the secret nuclear talks with Iran.
In The Back Channel, Burns recounts, with novelistic detail
and incisive analysis, some of the seminal moments of his
career. Drawing on a trove of newly declassified cables and
memos, he gives readers a rare inside look at American
diplomacy in action. His dispatches from war-torn Chechnya
and Qaddafi’s bizarre camp in the Libyan desert and his
warnings of the “Perfect Storm” that would be unleashed by the Iraq War will reshape our
understanding of history—and inform the policy debates of the future. Burns sketches the contours
of effective American leadership in a world that resembles neither the zero-sum Cold War contest of
his early years as a diplomat nor the “unipolar moment” of American primacy that followed.
Ultimately, The Back Channel is an eloquent, deeply informed, and timely story of a life spent in
service of American interests abroad. It is also a powerful reminder, in a time of great turmoil, of the
enduring importance of diplomacy.
Advance praise for The Back Channel
“Bill Burns is simply one of the finest U.S. diplomats of the last half century. The Back Channel
demonstrates his rare and precious combination of strategic insight and policy action. It is full of
riveting historical detail but also, more important, shrewd insights into how we can advance our
interests and values in a world where U.S. leadership remains the linchpin of international
order.”—James A. Baker III
“From one of America’s consummate diplomats, The Back Channel is an incisive and sorely needed
case for the revitalization of diplomacy—what Burns wisely describes as our ‘tool of first
resort.’”—Henry Kissinger
“Burns not only offers a vivid account of how American diplomacy works, he also puts forward a
compelling vision for its future that will surely inspire new generations to follow his incredible
example.”—Madeleine K. Albright
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7 Books Which Our Visitor Love Too:
[PDF]

Lethal
http://media.woobooks.info/us-424942228/lethal.html

When her four year old daughter informs her a sick man is in their yard, Honor Gillette
rushes out to help him. But that "sick" man turns out to be Lee Coburn, the man accused
of murdering seven people the night before. Dangerous, desperate, and armed, he
promises Honor that she and her...

[PDF]

Where the Crawdads Sing
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1326615497/where-the-crawdads-sing.html

#1 New York Times Bestseller A Reese Witherspoon x Hello Sunshine Book Club Pick "I
can't even express how much I love this book! I didn't want this story to end!"--Reese
Witherspoon "Painfully beautiful."-- The New York Times Book Review "Perfect for fans of
Barbara...

[PDF]

The Hypnotist's Love Story
http://media.woobooks.info/us-499942700/the-hypnotist-s-love-story.html

A&#xa0;“sharp and funny romantic tale” ( O, the Oprah Magazine )&#xa0;from the #1
New York Times bestselling author of&#xa0; Big Little Lies &#xa0;and Nine Perfect
Strangers . Ellen O’Farrell is a professional hypnotherapist who works out of the
eccentric...
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Run Away
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1406238792/run-away.html

A perfect family is shattered in RUN AWAY , the new thriller from the master of domestic
suspense, Harlan Coben. You've lost your daughter. She's addicted to drugs and to an
abusive boyfriend. And she's made it clear that she doesn't want to be found. Then, by
chance, you see her playing guitar in...
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The Kept Woman
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1071330718/the-kept-woman.html

The Skimm Reads calls it "a thriller that's part True Detective, part The Girl On The
Train. All parts gripping." Husbands and wives. Mothers and daughters. The past and the
future. Secrets bind them. And secrets can destroy them. The author of Pretty Girls
returns with an electrifying,...
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The Spy Who Came in from the Cold
http://media.woobooks.info/us-483267726/the-spy-who-came-in-from-the-cold.html

From the&#xa0; New York Times &#xa0;bestselling&#xa0; author of&#xa0; Tinker,
Tailor, Soldier, Spy ; Our Kind of Traitor ; and&#xa0; The Night Manager , now a
television series starring Tom Hiddleston.&#xa0; John le Carré’s new novel , A Legacy of
Spies,...
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The Silent Patient
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1384575475/the-silent-patient.html

The instant #1 New York Times bestseller "An unforgettable—and Hollywoodbound—new thriller... A mix of Hitchcockian suspense, Agatha Christie plotting, and
Greek tragedy." — Entertainment Weekly The Silent Patient is a shocking psychological
thriller of a woman’s...
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