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From the #1 bestselling author of Fiasco and The Gamble, an
epic history of the decline of American military leadership
from World War II to Iraq
History has been kind to the American generals of World War
II—Marshall, Eisenhower, Patton, and Bradley—and less kind
to the generals of the wars that followed. In The Generals,
Thomas E. Ricks sets out to explain why that is. In part it is
the story of a widening gulf between performance and
accountability. During the Second World War, scores of
American generals were relieved of command simply for not
being good enough. Today, as one American colonel said
bitterly during the Iraq War, “As matters stand now, a private
who loses a rifle suffers far greater consequences than a
general who loses a war.”
In The Generals we meet great leaders and suspect ones,
generals who rose to the occasion and those who failed
themselves and their soldiers. Marshall and Eisenhower cast
long shadows over this story, as does the less familiar Marine
General O. P. Smith, whose fighting retreat from the Chinese
onslaught into Korea in the winter of 1950 snatched a kind of victory from the jaws of annihilation.
But Korea also showed the first signs of an army leadership culture that neither punished mediocrity
nor particularly rewarded daring. In the Vietnam War, the problem grew worse until, finally,
American military leadership bottomed out. The My Lai massacre, Ricks shows us, is the emblematic
event of this dark chapter of our history. In the wake of Vietnam a battle for the soul of the U.S.
Army was waged with impressive success. It became a transformed institution, reinvigorated from
the bottom up. But if the body was highly toned, its head still suffered from familiar problems,
resulting in tactically savvy but strategically obtuse leadership that would win battles but end wars
badly from the first Iraq War of 1990 through to the present.
Ricks has made a close study of America’s military leaders for three decades, and in his hands this
story resounds with larger meaning: about the transmission of values, about strategic thinking, and
about the difference between an organization that learns and one that fails.
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Run Away
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1406238792/run-away.html

A perfect family is shattered in RUN AWAY , the new thriller from the master of domestic
suspense, Harlan Coben. You've lost your daughter. She's addicted to drugs and to an
abusive boyfriend. And she's made it clear that she doesn't want to be found. Then, by
chance, you see her playing guitar in...
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Where the Crawdads Sing
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1326615497/where-the-crawdads-sing.html

#1 New York Times Bestseller A Reese Witherspoon x Hello Sunshine Book Club Pick "I
can't even express how much I love this book! I didn't want this story to end!"--Reese
Witherspoon "Painfully beautiful."-- The New York Times Book Review "Perfect for fans of
Barbara...

[PDF]

The First Lady
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1422601830/the-first-lady.html

In James Patterson's new stand-alone thriller, one secret can bring down a government
when the President's affair to remember becomes a nightmare he wishes he could forget.
Sally Grissom is a top secret service agent in charge of the Presidential Protection team.
She knows that something is amiss...
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Celtic Empire
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1347595433/celtic-empire.html

Clive Cussler, "The Grand Master of Adventure," sends his intrepid heroes Dirk Pitt and
Al Giordino on their wildest, boldest mission into the ancient world, unlocking
extraordinary secrets and solving hideous crimes. Another fabulous read from the most
beloved series from the #1 New York...
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Educated
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1234069825/educated.html

#1&#xa0; NEW YORK TIMES, WALL STREET JOURNAL,&#xa0; AND &#xa0;BOSTON
GLOBE&#xa0; BESTSELLER&#xa0;•&#xa0;NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS
OF THE YEAR BY&#xa0; THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW &#xa0;•&#xa0;ONE
OF PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA’S FAVORITE BOOKS...
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The Hypnotist's Love Story
http://media.woobooks.info/us-499942700/the-hypnotist-s-love-story.html

A&#xa0;“sharp and funny romantic tale” ( O, the Oprah Magazine )&#xa0;from the #1
New York Times bestselling author of&#xa0; Big Little Lies &#xa0;and Nine Perfect
Strangers . Ellen O’Farrell is a professional hypnotherapist who works out of the
eccentric...
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Bad Blood
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1332351059/bad-blood.html

NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER •&#xa0; NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE
YEAR BY: NPR, &#xa0;The New York Times Book Review , Time , Wall Street Journal,
Washington Post • The McKinsey Business Book of the Year &#xa0; The full inside story
of the breathtaking rise and shocking...
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