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"Rugoff's spirited and immensely beguiling book takes a joyful
bite out of the nineteenth century."
- The New York Times
"King of the Lobbyists" Sam Ward was best known for his
talent for throwing parties - courtesy of the U.S. Treasury.
And Alva Vanderbilt squandered tens of thousands on one
evening to crack the closed social circle of the Mrs. Astor.
And when Jay Gould, of Black Friday fame, sent his card to
one of the Rothschilds, it was returned with the comment,
"Europe is not for sale." It was this climate of mid- and latenineteenth-century excess that fostered the most rapid period
of growth in the history of the United States, replacing the
unyielding Puritanism of Cotton Mather with the flexible
creed of Henry Ward Beecher. National Book Award nominee
Milton Rugoff gives his uniquely revealing view of the Gilded
Age in this collective biography of Americans from 1850 to
1890.
Writing on the political spoilsmen, money kings, parvenus, forty-niners, lords of the press, sexual
transgressors, and women's rights leaders, Rugoff focuses on thirty-six men and women from almost
every walk of life. His exponents include U.S. Grant, John Charles Frémont, Cornelius Vanderbilt,
Jim Fisk, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Horatio Alger, free-love advocate Victoria Woodhull, first female
surgeon Bethenia Owens-Adair, Brigham Young's rebellious nineteenth wife Anna Eliza Young,
Boston Brahmin Charles Eliot Norton, Gold Rush pioneer Sarah Royce, black visionary Sojourner
Truth, and to critique American society, Walt Whitman.
In examining the Gilded Age, Milton Rugoff offers fresh glimpses into the lives of the celebrities of
the era, as well as some lesser-known Americans, while at the same time revealing the roots of
problems that still plague us today.
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Where the Crawdads Sing
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1326615497/where-the-crawdads-sing.html

#1 New York Times Bestseller A Reese Witherspoon x Hello Sunshine Book Club Pick "I
can't even express how much I love this book! I didn't want this story to end!"--Reese
Witherspoon "Painfully beautiful."-- The New York Times Book Review "Perfect for fans of
Barbara...

[PDF]

Run Away
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1406238792/run-away.html

A perfect family is shattered in RUN AWAY , the new thriller from the master of domestic
suspense, Harlan Coben. You've lost your daughter. She's addicted to drugs and to an
abusive boyfriend. And she's made it clear that she doesn't want to be found. Then, by
chance, you see her playing guitar in...

[PDF]

The Hypnotist's Love Story
http://media.woobooks.info/us-499942700/the-hypnotist-s-love-story.html

A&#xa0;“sharp and funny romantic tale” ( O, the Oprah Magazine )&#xa0;from the #1
New York Times bestselling author of&#xa0; Big Little Lies &#xa0;and Nine Perfect
Strangers . Ellen O’Farrell is a professional hypnotherapist who works out of the
eccentric...
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The First Lady
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1422601830/the-first-lady.html

In James Patterson's new stand-alone thriller, one secret can bring down a government
when the President's affair to remember becomes a nightmare he wishes he could forget.
Sally Grissom is a top secret service agent in charge of the Presidential Protection team.
She knows that something is amiss...
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Educated
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1234069825/educated.html

#1&#xa0; NEW YORK TIMES, WALL STREET JOURNAL,&#xa0; AND &#xa0;BOSTON
GLOBE&#xa0; BESTSELLER&#xa0;•&#xa0;NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS
OF THE YEAR BY&#xa0; THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW &#xa0;•&#xa0;ONE
OF PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA’S FAVORITE BOOKS...
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Celtic Empire
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1347595433/celtic-empire.html

Clive Cussler, "The Grand Master of Adventure," sends his intrepid heroes Dirk Pitt and
Al Giordino on their wildest, boldest mission into the ancient world, unlocking
extraordinary secrets and solving hideous crimes. Another fabulous read from the most
beloved series from the #1 New York...

[PDF]

Bad Blood
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1332351059/bad-blood.html

NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER •&#xa0; NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE
YEAR BY: NPR, &#xa0;The New York Times Book Review , Time , Wall Street Journal,
Washington Post • The McKinsey Business Book of the Year &#xa0; The full inside story
of the breathtaking rise and shocking...
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