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Brilliant and engagingly written, Why Nations Fail
answers the question that has stumped the experts for
centuries: Why are some nations rich and others poor,
divided by wealth and poverty, health and sickness, food
and famine?
Is it culture, the weather, geography? Perhaps ignorance of
what the right policies are?
Simply, no. None of these factors is either definitive or
destiny. Otherwise, how to explain why Botswana has become
one of the fastest growing countries in the world, while other
African nations, such as Zimbabwe, the Congo, and Sierra
Leone, are mired in poverty and violence?
Daron Acemoglu and James Robinson conclusively show that
it is man-made political and economic institutions that
underlie economic success (or lack of it). Korea, to take just
one of their fascinating examples, is a remarkably
homogeneous nation, yet the people of North Korea are
among the poorest on earth while their brothers and sisters in South Korea are among the richest.
The south forged a society that created incentives, rewarded innovation, and allowed everyone to
participate in economic opportunities.
The economic success thus spurred was sustained because the government became accountable and
responsive to citizens and the great mass of people. Sadly, the people of the north have endured
decades of famine, political repression, and very different economic institutions—with no end in
sight. The differences between the Koreas is due to the politics that created these completely
different institutional trajectories.
Based on fifteen years of original research Acemoglu and Robinson marshall extraordinary historical
evidence from the Roman Empire, the Mayan city-states, medieval Venice, the Soviet Union, Latin
America, England, Europe, the United States, and Africa to build a new theory of political economy
with great relevance for the big questions of today, including:
- China has built an authoritarian growth machine. Will it continue to grow at such high speed
and overwhelm the West?
- Are America’s best days behind it? Are we moving from a virtuous circle in which efforts by elites
to aggrandize power are resisted to a vicious one that enriches and empowers a small minority?
- What is the most effective way to help move billions of people from the rut of poverty to prosperity?
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More philanthropy from the wealthy nations of the West? Or learning the hard-won lessons of
Acemoglu and Robinson’s breakthrough ideas on the interplay between inclusive political and
economic institutions?
Why Nations Fail will change the way you look at—and understand—the world.
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The Testaments
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1444624839/the-testaments.html

SHORTLISTED FOR THE BOOKER PRIZE Margaret Atwood's dystopian
masterpiece,&#xa0; The Handmaid's Tale, has become a modern classic—and now she
brings the iconic story to a dramatic conclusion in this riveting sequel. More than fifteen
years after the events of The Handmaid's Tale, the...
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The Institute
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1451202881/the-institute.html

From #1 New York Times bestselling author Stephen King, the most riveting and
unforgettable story of kids confronting evil since It— publishing just as the second part of
It , the movie, lands in theaters. In the middle of the night, in a house on a quiet street in
suburban Minneapolis,...
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Talking to Strangers
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1451637006/talking-to-strangers.html

M alcolm Gladwell, host of the podcast Revisionist History and author of the #1 New
York Times bestseller Outliers , offers a powerful examination of our interactions with
strangers--and why they often go wrong . How did Fidel Castro fool the CIA for a
generation? Why did Neville Chamberlain think...
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Where the Crawdads Sing
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1326615497/where-the-crawdads-sing.html

#1 New York Times Bestseller A Reese Witherspoon x Hello Sunshine Book Club Pick "I
can't even express how much I love this book! I didn't want this story to end!"--Reese
Witherspoon "Painfully beautiful."-- The New York Times Book Review "Perfect for fans of
Barbara...
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Beard with Me
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1441647245/beard-with-me.html

Beard With Me’ is the origin story of Billy Winston and Scarlet St. Claire (aka Claire
McClure) and is just the beginning of their epic love story.&#xa0; No one is better at
surviving than Scarlet St. Claire and making the best out of circumstances beyond her
control is Scarlet’s...
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The Punishment She Deserves
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1257533261/the-punishment-she-deserves.html

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Detective Sergeant Barbara Havers and Detective
Inspector Thomas Lynley are forced to confront the past as they try to solve a crime that
threatens to tear apart the very fabric of a quiet, historic medieval town in England The
cozy, bucolic town of Ludlow is stunned when...
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Washington
http://media.woobooks.info/us-386082829/washington.html

A gripping portrait of the first president of the United States from the author of&#xa0;
Alexander Hamilton , the New York Times bestselling biography that inspired the
musical. Celebrated biographer Ron Chernow provides a richly nuanced portrait of the
father of our nation and the first...
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