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“Entertaining history…Donovan was a combination of
bold innovator and imprudent rule bender, which made
him not only a remarkable wartime leader but also an
extraordinary figure in American history” (The New
York Times Book Review).
He was one of America’s most exciting and secretive
generals—the man Franklin Roosevelt made his top spy in
World War II. A mythic figure whose legacy is still intensely
debated, “Wild Bill” Donovan was director of the Office of
Strategic Services (the country’s first national intelligence
agency) and the father of today’s CIA. Donovan introduced
the nation to the dark arts of covert warfare on a scale it had
never seen before. Now, veteran journalist Douglas Waller
has mined government and private archives throughout the
United States and England, drawn on thousands of pages of
recently declassified documents, and interviewed scores of
Donovan’s relatives, friends, and associates to produce a
riveting biography of one of the most powerful men in modern
espionage.
William Joseph Donovan’s life was packed with personal drama. The son of poor Irish Catholic
parents, he married into Protestant wealth and fought heroically in World War I, where he earned
the nickname “Wild Bill” for his intense leadership and the Medal of Honor for his heroism. After the
war he made millions as a Republican lawyer on Wall Street until FDR, a Democrat, tapped him to
be his strategic intelligence chief. A charismatic leader, Donovan was revered by his secret agents.
Yet at times he was reckless—risking his life unnecessarily in war zones, engaging in extramarital
affairs that became fodder for his political enemies—and he endured heartbreaking tragedy when
family members died at young ages.
Wild Bill Donovan reads like an action-packed spy thriller, with stories of daring young men and
women in his OSS sneaking behind enemy lines for sabotage, breaking into Washington embassies
to steal secrets, plotting to topple Adolf Hitler, and suffering brutal torture or death when they were
captured by the Gestapo. It is also a tale of political intrigue, of infighting at the highest levels of
government, of powerful men pitted against one another. Donovan fought enemies at home as often
as the Axis abroad. Generals in the Pentagon plotted against him.
J. Edgar Hoover had FBI agents dig up dirt on him. Donovan stole secrets from the Soviets before
the dawn of the Cold War and had intense battles with Winston Churchill and British spy chiefs over
foreign turf. Separating fact from fiction, Waller investigates the successes and the occasional
spectacular failures of Donovan’s intelligence career.
It makes for a gripping and revealing portrait of this most controversial spymaster.
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7 Books Which Our Visitor Love Too:
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The Pillars of the Earth
http://media.woobooks.info/us-379309430/the-pillars-of-the-earth.html

#1 New York Times Bestseller Oprah's Book Club Selection The “extraordinary . . .
monumental masterpiece” ( Booklist ) that changed the course of Ken Follett’s already
phenomenal career. Look out for Ken's newest book, A Column of Fire , available now.
“Follett risks all and...
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The Institute
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1451202881/the-institute.html

From #1 New York Times bestselling author Stephen King, the most riveting and
unforgettable story of kids confronting evil since It— publishing just as the second part of
It , the movie, lands in theaters. In the middle of the night, in a house on a quiet street in
suburban Minneapolis,...
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The Testaments
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1444624839/the-testaments.html

SHORTLISTED FOR THE BOOKER PRIZE Margaret Atwood's dystopian
masterpiece,&#xa0; The Handmaid's Tale, has become a modern classic—and now she
brings the iconic story to a dramatic conclusion in this riveting sequel. More than fifteen
years after the events of The Handmaid's Tale, the...
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Where the Crawdads Sing
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1326615497/where-the-crawdads-sing.html

#1 New York Times Bestseller A Reese Witherspoon x Hello Sunshine Book Club Pick "I
can't even express how much I love this book! I didn't want this story to end!"--Reese
Witherspoon "Painfully beautiful."-- The New York Times Book Review "Perfect for fans of
Barbara...
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Talking to Strangers
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1451637006/talking-to-strangers.html

M alcolm Gladwell, host of the podcast Revisionist History and author of the #1 New
York Times bestseller Outliers , offers a powerful examination of our interactions with
strangers--and why they often go wrong . How did Fidel Castro fool the CIA for a
generation? Why did Neville Chamberlain think...
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Ghosted
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1296613574/ghosted.html

Instant New York Times bestseller! "I absolutely loved this book and didn't want it to
end." --Liane Moriarty, #1 New York Times bestselling author of Big Little Lies “This is
an ‘accidentally stayed up until 4 a.m. because it's impossible to put down’ kind of...
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Killer Instinct
http://media.woobooks.info/us-1397292997/killer-instinct.html

Dr. Dylan Reinhart and Detective Elizabeth Needham--now known to audiences from the
top-rated CBS series--reunite to stop the most sinister plot against New York City since
9/11. The murder of an Ivy League professor pulls Dr. Dylan Reinhart out of his ivory
tower and onto the streets of New York,...
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